" TREASURE ISLAND working copy 15 April

Scene 1: OUTSIDE

Pirate begging from the audience at the park entrance. /Jules
Pirates on top of the tent looking out to sea and playing MUSIC. /Peter Mark Lindsay

Jim Hawkins checking the audience for people with one leg. /Gavin
CLOUD SWING ROUTINE /Lynn
SLACKROPE ROUTINE on top of the tent. /Lindsay

THE AUDIENCE GOES INTO THE TENT
While they enter band PLLAYS AND SINGS treasure island theme song (Aii, A, Aii)

Scene2: INSIDE

Jim tells the audience a potted version of the story from his p.o.v.
[Hlustrated by SHADOW PUPPETS or SILHOUETTE ACTORS]

Jim: “My name is Jim Hawkins. I've been asked to give all the particulars of Treasure Island, from
beginning to end, keeping nothing back but the bearings of the island, and that only because there is still
treasure not yet lifted! I need to return to the time my mother kept the Admiral Benbow Inn, and the old
seaman first took up his lodging under our roof.

I remember him, as if it were yesterday, as he came plodding to the inn door, his sea chest following
behind him in a hand-barrow, a tall, strong, heavy, nut-brown man; his tarry pig-tail falling over the
shoulders of his soiled blue coat; his hands ragged and scarred, with black, broken nails and the sabre-
cut across one cheek, a dirty, livid white.

On finding that company at the Inn was rare he seemed well pleased, threw 3 or 4 gold coins on the
threshold and asked to be told when he’d worked through it. He was a silent man by custom, all day he
hung around the cove, or upon the cliffs, with a brass telescope. He had taken me aside one day, and

p ‘omised me a silver fourpenny if T would only keep my weather-eye open for ‘a seafaring man with one
leg’, and to let him know the moment he arrived.’

[Jim is spinning a globe on his finger while telling this story.]

‘How that person haunted my dreams. On stormy nights, when the winds shook the four corners of the
house, and the surf roared along the cove...” | Ll Ce T F L

Scene3: NIGHTMARE SEQUENCE R SR
Long John Silver on stilts pursuing Jim and lurching menacingly around the tent. /Lindsay and Gavin

Smoke, lights flashing, skull and crossbones gobo.

Spooky, scary music.

Flying parrot also going into the audience.?

Skeletons, rattling chains, big flags, etc. Ben Gunn flits across the back

[During this’scend wieset:trciprsforms into-the-ship with-saile Sepping e ete:)

" ‘i used to wake up in the mornings relieved to find it was all Just a bad dream. But what did happen was
a wizened old man called Blind Pew arrived one day, gave the Captain an old pirate death curse, The
Black Spot. Shortly after this the Captain died, and T looked in his trunk and found a treasure map, and
that’s how I came to bit sitting on top of my fortune,”

w




Scene 4: THE PIRATES BURST IN AND INTERRUPT JIM’S STORY _ 1, e
Chase sequence using the TRAMPETTE Where the pirates catch Jim and tie him up. 7 v J( A
| wfls ol (o

ESCAPOLOGY routine.
The pirates get cast in their roles in order to play out their version of the story.

Alli: Let him go he’s just a lying Little Land lubber who left my poor pirates for'D"éad on the Island. But
now we're back we’ll tell you what really happened. Right then Biscuit , Barrel, Weevil, Scurvy and
Scum line up you salty seamen and await your orders.

Biscuit, you’re going to play Captain Smollet.
Mark: Oh Super. I'm going to represent the forces of wealth and imperialism blah blah blah

Ali: Weevil you’ll play poor old Israel Hands who never made it home. Scurvy and Scum you’ll play
the despicable scurvy scum that you are. Do you think you can manage that? And Barrel you’ll play
Captain Flint,

Toby: Excellent I get to play the famous pirate. (swashbuckles)
Ali: Not pirate, parrot!
Toby: Oh you mean ‘squawk squawk, pieces of six plus two (hops about). What an honour, ma’am.
Mark: May I be so bold as to ask what part you will be playing?
Ali: Well, of course I will be playing the hero of the story, someone brave, sexy, intelligent, etc. Long
Jane Silver,
Down the line Lynn to Mark ‘didn’t Long Jane Silver only have one leg?’
Down the line Ali to Lynn  ‘fetch me a cloth’
[Ali does disappearing leg gag]  all the others over-react.
Down the line “fetch me a crutch’
‘Quickly I’'m listing to starboard.’
‘Right then is everybody ready, in character, let’s tell the tale.’

Ali as L.J Silver

Mark as Biscuit who plays Captain Smollett

Toby as Barrel, who gets to play the parrot - Cap’n Flint

L indsay as Weevil who plays Israel Hands

Jules and Lynn as Scurvy and Scum who play themselves

Parrot: ‘It’s our treasure, we stole it in the first place.

Lynn: *Billy Bones double crossed us and ran offwith the map-

Lindsay: “Jim got hold of the map and detided the treasure was his

Mark ‘ he went and showed it to the despicable, er, I mean desn"able Captaln Smollett.

Ali: And I, Long Jane Silver, heard they were going to find the treasure and came up with a plan to foil
them.

SEA SHANTY in praise of L.J. Silver,

€cene 5: ON BOARD THE HISPANIOLA

We use the convention of storytelling from now on with the narration being shared between Jim and

L.J.Sil
J Silver o m e
[This scene shows them setting sail and being on board the ship. ] o
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LJS: Captain Smoliett of the Hispaniola couldn’t find a decent crew for love nor money.
Mark: I couldn’t find an upstanding seaman anywhere.

LJS: ‘He took me on as ship’s. cook

Mark: ‘Can you cook?

Parrot No she can’t

Ali Yes, vegetarian.

Mark, marvellous, you don’t happen to know any other crew do you?

Parrot: Yes, she knows loads of pirates  [LJS muffles parrot]

Ali He was so naive that 1 managed to get all my scurvy scoundrels on board as crew. And We set sail
for the Sm@lgmm}&@as »@M RO, - E TWW /[{ £ mH
HORNPIPE /Jules [while pole fs bcmg-‘flgged] . et e

‘CHINESE POLE:with flags / Everyone -~ o

Jim ‘As cabin boy I was fower than scum, my dut1es even mcluded cleamng the captam 8 foc sle. T'd
n sver sailed before, and knew nothing of seafaring ways.”

Toby: ‘It was my job to show him the ropes. Here’s a couple of tricks everyone seems to enjoy [groans
from crew},ROPE TRICKS with knots ending with skull and crossbones knickers

Jim: “Funny, I thought only pirates flew the skull and cross bones. Still, the captain seemed an honest
enough fellow and he certainly knew his business in the rigging.’

STATIC TRAPEZE /Mark

et

1.YS: ‘we’d been at sea for many days without sighting land, and we found many Ways to pass the time, '(ﬂ)tzw\ 9‘3’
JUGGLING (cannonballs, rings), PEADIEROEBING / Ali and Toby ‘ } KL S (m«)
NG~ 4 (G

' ‘)J@M@ (i
C .

Jim: © You may think they’re harmless and fun. But my suspicions had grown, C -
‘they were not an upstanding crew at all. They were pirates and they weren’t
even nice pirates. They were [three adjectives with pirates striking tableaux].
Aft(.r six long weeks at sea we hit the doldrums, supplies grew short but the
afew were reckless’ and played with-the=fggs’ . .
Pl’LE IU GGLIN‘G and eating in Jim’s version /Ah Mark, Lmdsay and Lynn

Scene 6 THE APPLE BARREL

Jim ‘So when T went to get an apple, they’d all gone and as I was scraping the bottom of the barrel I fell

in and overhead the pirates plotting a mutiny.’ W . @/ﬁ W gﬁ“ v H/w? /,) L,g
[pirates huddle. L.JS steps out and says ‘Codswallop*] P T e

Jim: ‘I hoped if I spent long enough at sea a 1°d learn all that clever stuff, \517
CORDE LIS SE /Lindsay

Lynn; * .

CLOWN ROUTIN]Z with mop and water / Lynn

LJS: ‘What really happened was that Israel Hands was in the hesrel and he overhea.rd Captam Smollett
a:id Jim plotting to steal the treasure for themselves and leave us marooned on the island.

BARREL-COMTORTIONS ILindsay-+ .. .

Mark: ‘We don’t want to share this treasure. You’ve got the map, and I've got the ship. Once we’ve
got them to dig it up we won’t really need them anymore, so we could leave them behind on the island.’

W I
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LJS: ‘Hold on to the lymg toe-rag, we’ll deal with him. Shall we cut out his tongue? [bigYeh from
crew and snooty disgust from parrot.] Shall we keel-haul him? Let’s make him walk the plank. No,
11l tell you what, we’ll put him in Davy Jones Locker.

They put Jim into the CRUSTY BOX and haul it aloft. [Explosion!/

Jim re-enters and there is a suige sound effect of the ship braking suddenly and everyone falls over as
they hit tl}e 1sland

Jim calls “La,nd Ahoy!”
Ali; Aren’t you supposed to say that before we hit land?’
[black out]

IHTERVAL

Scene 7: MUTINY AND TREACHERY ON THE ISLAND

Jim: ‘As soon as we set foot on Treasure Island, vicious fighting broke out from both sides.’
[SWORD FIGHT between Ali/Gavin & Lynn/Lindsay ~ Parrot making comments?]
LJS: ‘My scurvy seadogs were determined to find the treasure first.”
Jim: ‘I wasn’t going to let those scoundrels get hold of my map for all the tea in China.’
L.JS: “The fighting was so blood-curdlingly confused that no-one knew which side they were fighting
for.’
{Scum kills Weevil/Israel Hands]
Scum: “Whoops. Sorry.7i" !
Parrot: “This is a dead Wuman: Tt is deceased. It is no more.”
LJS: “You fool Scum.” R T B ' A
Jim: ‘These pirates really were rather rough types. I was jolly glad T’ d done fencmg at school,
: Unfortunately Captam Smollett was a grammar school boy and was having a hard t1me of it

Mark agamst Ju]es on STATIC TRAPEZE, [fight] v ¢
Cpt Smollett dies endlessly, whilst receiving acting lessons from Ali, Gavin and Toby, f%
During this scene the treasure map gets torn in half. LIS and Jim end up with half each.

LJS & Jim [speaking at same time]:’So thel“\eh’I;wa‘s stuck on Treasure Island with only half the map.” .

P -

FROM BEN GUNN

In this scene, sirange things start to happen, nets drop Jrom the roof, strange objects fly through the
air and the music goes very spooky and scary.

Jim: ¢ Suddenly the island seemed possessed. Strange voices echoed in the swamp. It was all too weird

forme” Flha J th Lo Ve,  gnll  ever  See

Jim runs offstage. I H sl fﬂl\ e m?
‘%w La’lm'i/ i,a?/" P [ K. {

Ben Gunn, [played by Mark, Lindsay and Toby], flits through the audience afid . creeps across the back

of the stage etc. Ali and Lynn get very spooked, and make things worse by doing a Clowns in Space

routine, bumping into each other ete,

-

Lindsay [as Ben Gunn] chases Ali offstage, dropping her half of the treasure map as she goes.

Pop ot 1P 75

Lynn up the web rope.
WEB ROUTINE /Lynn and Lindsay

W




[Lindsay leaves a cloth X on the stage. ]
Lynn descends the web rope, finds the map bit and starts pacing it out. She exits.
Jim enters with his half of the map, pacing, and exits .

They both re-enter looking for the treasure with their half of the map. They meet in the middle of the
stage by the cross on the ground. On the back of the cross is a message saying “T’ve moved the
treasure. Serves you right! Love Ben Gunn xx.’

Fim: ‘So the map was useless. As luck would have it, 1 had one more trick up my sleeve [exits]

LJS: ‘Ben Gunn! That was a name I hadn’t heard for ages “Since we’d left him on thig island three
yearsago. It was an accident of course. He was one of my bravest men. There were seven of us in the
crew, but none of us could count above six, so one of us got left behind.

' They'"all cty, assuming he must have starved to death.
\ [Duminy, zooms:dowri.and crashes backstage]. Toby as Ben Gunn comes.in brushmg h1mself off and I b

| cackling, e is obviously completely round the twkst f =yy LE ¢ ”Y ek Farmint | e 7 =
\1 LYS He was obviously mad. He had found a crate of créali erackers and had been)hvmg off them for the - - _
l past three years and was dying for a picce of cheese.’ ?_ ~ Aot o
'BG: ‘Got any cheese®<¥ egg@egmgqnewleng dime: quseﬁ-te*knew SOMEONE. ]u"\f”lﬂ{e»yeu Wanta )
- ofpckerd /
l‘ LIS’ We had to find out where he had moved the treasure to."Where have you moved the Treasure (™
I‘- tO?, . . ﬁ \\g' b ;
‘." A . . . . j NP ,".f A ) \,
i BG: ‘Not telhng’ , - (\)\ 7 ol ey \ﬁ,x'"'\
{ ' f’? R
[ Al ‘Aud so I began a series of my fa,vourlte tortures” ¢ ¥ {
[business with naming and mimlng torcures Ben Gunn gleefully unaware that it’s going to be done to “\
him] : /
BG: ‘Oh yes, forture, it’s just like old times.” - - ,
. .
~ Scene 9: TORTURING BEN GUNN . |
- Possitleiandionce: par&relﬁ&txemegbmg»efem«nrae
... KNIFE THROWING -
BRI ) |
“B& T v Ove s Lot dern
B

Scum: ‘Just a thought Have you tried a plece of cheese?’

LJS: © Ah yes, I've just had a brilliant idea. Gimme that! [snatches cheese from Scum]
BG: ‘What do T have to do to get the cheese'?” N

LJS: “Just tell us where the treasure is.” !:i--‘»"; fedida i [eve

BG: ‘I don’t know. [they all growl, lurch forward, and wave torture things, etc] Honestly I don’t. I’ve
been so bored on me own that, after T found the treasure, I took to hiding it from meself n the morning,
counting up to-100 (well, six actually), spinning round three times, then going to look for it in the
afternoon. 1 was doing it every day, and it was getting harder-and harder to find good hiding places,
until two weeks ago, when I hid it real good, and haven’t been able to find it since.’

LIS: ‘Well, we’ll just have to search the whole island. Start digging, me hearties.’

'




Scene 10: FINDING THE TREASURE

The pirates make a circular chain gang, emptying and re-filling buckets singing a work SONG as they
do so.

LJS: ‘Being of superior intelligence I soon noticed that they weren’t getting very far, It was obvious
that we needed to work in a straight line, so with the help of some volunteers we set up a straight line.’

[house lights up while pirates pressgang members of the audience]
Lynn and Toby bring in the SLACKROPE.
[ouse lights down after members of the public returned to seats, and pirates exit?]

Jim appears with a metal detector from the audience and after a few false starts and bits of business he
finds the treasure chest and hauls it offstage.

Jim: “So I set sail for dear old England and home, with the treasure. Little did I know T was being
followed by the devious L..J. Silver....’

[1.JS creeps after him. Then, a couple of beats later, Ben Gunn follows them both] . .
BG: ‘It sounds as though the ship is going back to the UK.’

Scene11: BACK ON BOARD THE HISPANIOLA
Big lighting change, sound effects of waves, seagulls etc.

Jim is back on the ship, looking out to sea with a kaleidoscope.

Long Jane Silver creeps up to the chest in semi-darkness, empties the treasure out of it into a big bag
with lots of clanking metal.

She lights a FIRF torch and tosses it into a fire can which starts to blaze, and as it does so she jumps
overboard with a great big splash.

Big fire scene showing the ship ablaze.

Jim tries to put the fire out but fails to do so and so bails out with the treasure chest, with another big
splash,

JUGGLING/Toby, Ali, Dave, Lindsay and Lynn
Trapeze with fire staff ?

CLUB SWINGING /Lindsay and Lynn

Fire safety /Mark

Scene 12: BACK IN BLIGHTY
Jim centre stage astride the chest paddling. Fishy things going past.

-

“....and that’s how I got back here, and that’s how I became disgustingly rich. Mind you, I haven’t
touched this treasure, I'm saving it for a rainy day...”

The pirates burst onto the stage, chuck a bucket of water over Jim and say
“It’s raining now! Open the chest and give us what’s ours.”

They open the chest and in a flood of smoke, lights and strange music, Ben Gunn levitates out via

pippet false legs in lotus posture. *',f'! Never e

He offers a sufficiently guruish moral and assorted gifts ........... or whatever o e N

[We see LIS in SITLHOUETTE counting up to s%x over and over. .. ] . b
/ ! [ f‘.\/‘tl(’?- I

SONG /What shall we do with

the drunlken sailor!
! 1. ’J / i e

-
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